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• Increase the number of transition sites in Good Ecological Status in the English 
Channel

• By identifying the most important habitats for several fish species

• By assessing the effects of anthropogenic habitats on these species

• Facilitating ecosystem-based management
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Why tracking fish on a regional scale?
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Transition sites
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Species tracked by FISH INTEL

Important components of coastal ecosystems
Commercially important species

Pollack European sea bass Spiny lobster

Sea breamBluefin tuna
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Where did we initiate our monitoring?
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The network of acoustic receivers



• Consultation of fishermen with the support of 
the fisheries committees

• Definition of potential receiver positions

• Discussion of telemetry network maintenance 
operations and tagging surveys
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Co-construction of the regional network
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Tagging Fish

Catching fish Stalling and anesthesia Implantation of tags

Waking up and housingReleasing fish
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Spiny lobster tagging
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FISH INTEL tagging summary

European sea bass = 524 Spiny lobster = 137 Pollack = 151 Sea bream = 64 Bluefin tuna = 59
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Summary of detections

67% of the tagged animals were 

detected at least once by the network
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Presence in FISHOWF wind farms

Detections for...

European sea bass Bluefin tuna

Courseulles-sur-mer

St Nazaire

St Brieuc
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Sea Bass in the future Courseulles-sur-mer wind farm

26 sea bass detected



21 novembre 2022
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Detection in Saint Nazaire wind farm

de Pontual et al., 2023

1 sea bass tagged in Perros Guirrec in 

June 2022 and detected in November 

2022 in the St Nazaire wind farm, 

confirming the migration patterns 

obtained by modelling
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Bluefin tuna in the St Brieuc wind farm

9 tuna detected
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Presence in FISHOWF wind farms

Absence of detections for...

Pollack Spiny lobster Sea bream
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Regional movements of species tracked by FISH INTEL



• An operational acoustic telemetry network applicable to 
other species

• New insights into the spatial ecology of fish

• A new type of data for ecosystem-based management 
(feedback to stakeholders)

• In practice, it could contribute to the development of marine 
spatial planning

• Requires monitoring over many years to gain a good 
understanding of essential habitat and fish movements

• Essential knowledge to protect these habitats and 
sustainably exploit fisheries resources
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Conclusions
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