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A program for large scale monitoring of flying
fauna in the French Atlantic arc

Plenty of bird and bat species occupy the French Atlantic arc, a wide maritime area
extending from the Bay of Biscay to the English Channel and the Southern North Sea.
There are high knowledge gaps on how these species use this maritime area (to forage,
rest and/or migrate), while projects of offshore wind farms are in development. The
MIGRATLANE program (2023-2027) aims at acquiring precise knowledge on flying fauna
In this at-sea area to address ecological challenges (conservation, interactions, etc.).
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- Visual observations of marine megafauna by plane

- Digital surveys (Image from cameras under the plane) to
Improve detection and species identification

- Marine megafauna (marine birds, marine mammals, etc.)

flying fauna at sea in the French Atlan-
tic arc: determine migration patterns of
different species, areas used by species
and their behaviour at sea.
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Research program financed by the French National Observatory of offshore wind energy. o
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